UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND 


University of NAME: 
New England : 
STUDENT NUMBER: 


UNIT CODE: GEPL541 

PAPER TITLE: Environmental Biogeography 

PAPER NUMBER: First and Only 

DATE: Wednesday 28 September 2016 TIME: 1:45PM TO 4:00 PM 
TIME ALLOWED: = 2 hours and 15 minutes 

NUMBER OF PAGES IN PAPER: _— THREE (3) 

NUMBER OF QUESTIONS ON PAPER: _ ELEVEN (11) 

NUMBER OF QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED: SEVEN (7) 


STATIONERY | 2 | 6 PAGE ANSWER BOOKS | 0 GENERAL PURPOSE ANSWER SHEET 
PER 


CANDIDATE: | 0 GRAPH PAPER SHEETS ) 0 GEOLOGY SAMPLES 


OTHER AIDS REQUIRED: NONE 
CALCULATORS: NOT PERMITTED 
TEXTBOOKS OR NOTES: NOT PERMITTED 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR CANDIDATES: 
e Candidates MAY NOT start writing until instructed to do so by the supervisor 


e Please pay attention to the announcements and read all instructions carefully before 
commencing the paper 


e Candidates MUST write their name and student number on the top of this page 
e This examination paper is divided into THREE (3) Sections 

e Section A: Answer all FIVE (5) questions. This Section is worth 50 marks 

e Section B: Answer only ONE (1) question. This Section is worth 25 marks 

e Section C: Answer only ONE (1) question. This Section is worth 25 marks 

e Candidates must write legibly 


e This examination paper MUST BE HANDED IN along with all supplied stationery. 
Failure to do so may result in the cancellation of all marks for this examination 


REMEMBER TO WRITE YOUR NAME AND STUDENT NUMBER AT THE TOP OF THIS PAGE 
THE UNIVERSITY CONSIDERS IMPROPER CONDUCT IN EXAMINATIONS TO BE A SERIOUS OFFENCE. 


PENALTIES FOR CHEATING ARE EXCLUSION FROM THE UNIVERSITY FOR ONE YEAR AND/OR CANCELLATION 
OF ANY CREDIT RECEIVED IN THE EXAMINATION FOR THAT UNIT. 


GEPL541, Trimester 2 2016 
Section A: 
Write a short answer to all FIVE (5) questions in this section. 
Each question is worth 10 marks with the overall section worth 50 marks. 


1. What is biogeography and why is it not generally regarded as an experimental science? 


2. From a general perspective, how has biogeography been useful to agriculture? Provide 
some examples. 


3. Describe remediation as a biogeographical issue at the species level. 
4. Describe tolerance with reference to optimum and suboptimum ranges. 


5. Briefly describe dispersal as a biogeographical issue. 


Section B: 

Write an extended written response or essay to ONE (1) question from the THREE (38) 
questions provided. 

This section is worth 25 marks. 


6. Describe and elaborate on common patterns in vegetation and the associated sampling 
constraints in terms of scale 


7. What are the inherent difficulties with studying birds and what are some methods used 
to sample birds? Elaborate with examples. 


8. How does the lithosphere feature in an environmental gradient, including, the impacts 
of heavy metals on plant distribution? Use relevant examples to supplement your 
answer. 
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Section C: 

Write an extended written response or essay to ONE (1) question from the THREE (38) 
questions provided. 

This section is worth 25 marks. 


9. With the use of examples, elaborate on medium and long term threats to ecosystems. 
10. Discuss the notion that agriculture remains one of the greatest examples of human 
impact on biogeography. Support your answer with reference to agricultural history, 


centres of origin, desired traits in agricultural crops, and specific case studies. 


11. Discuss the elements of natural environmental change and differentiate them in terms 
of scale. 


Please remember - This examination paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so may result in 
the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 
Writing your name and number on the front will help us confirm that your paper has been returned. 


